
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



380 



Petition of the Hares of B — 



[May. 



and the next moment the object 
of our pity. 

But it is from the union atone of 
science with poli'e literature, that 
the mind can extract from each 
their full proportion of good. An 
exclusive attachment to scientific 
and abstruse studies, has the effect 
of contracting the imagination, and 
deadening those finer feelings of the 
mind which can only be fully ela- 
borated by the exercise derived from 
congenial pursuits. "On the other 
hand, by devoting ourselves entire- 
ly to light reading, we hazard the 
production of a fastidious delicacy, 
an over-refinement of taste, which 
is oftener disgusted by the appear- 
ance of blemishes, than delight- 
ed by the discovery of beauties. 
Long accustomed to works of this 
description, others on less inviting 
topics appear totally insipid ; and in 
every book we read, we look for 
the same pleasurable sensations and 
strong emotions we had heretofore 
experienced : but if disappointed 
in the expectation, it does not sig- 
nify how important the subject may 
be, or how ably handled by the au- 
thor; instead of being benefited by 
bis instructions, we are only filled 
with disappointment, or inspired 
with disgust. 

Science may be compared to the 
solid base, and the Belles Leitres to 
the ornamented capital. The one 
reminds us of a huge golhic castle of 
vast strength, but dark, frowning, 
and ungraceful ; the other of a 
frost-work edifice, gaudy, fantastic, 
and unsubstantial. But when both 
unite in the same object, their ef- 
fect is similar to a majestic Grecian 
temple, whose vastness of design is 
joined to delicacy of execution, 
massy strength to airy elegance, 
and on the whole, producing in the 
mind a mingled sensation of the 
beautiful and the sublime. 

Having trespassed longer on your 



time than I had at first intended, 
I shall conclude by observing that 
I design, should you countenance 
me in doing so, to trouble you in 
future with some occasional re- 
marks on subjects of a similar na- 
ture. 

S.I. 



Tt flu Propriitort tf tin Belfast Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 
The fact is we have 25 yeomen 
raised in this parish, 10 of whom 
have been discarded ; the place 
could well want the other 15. How. 
ever, my design in writing the fol- 
lowing petition from the hares of 
the parish of B — , is to show the 
uselessness of the yeomen in this 
place, and to expose the instigators in 
raising them: besides I cannot say 
that I am any great friend to the 
game laws. I am, gentlemen, your 
very humble, servant, F. 

the homble petition of the 

hares of the parish of b , to 

the right honourable and 
honourable the bouse of com- 
mons, praying a redress of 
grievances. 

My Lords and Gentlemen 
TTTE, your humble supplicants, 
" * the hares of the parish of B— , 
impressed with a due sense of your 
humanity, goodness, and friendly 
disposition towards our body, re- 
turn you our warm, grateful, and 
most unfeigned thanks for the late- 
ly enacted restrictions for our bet- 
ter protection ; but we are sorry to 
state, that the many outrages com- 
mitted of late in this parish against 
us, have forced us, contrary to our 
inclinations, to call on you for far- 
ther protection against such law- 
less- depredations. 

We lived happy and without 
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danger in this our native place, and 
our numbers increased daily with- 
out fear or molestation, except 
when chance threw us in the road 
of the chace; but we considered 
that as no obstacle to our happiness, 
us we are by nature formed for such 
humane sports. Unfortunately for 
us, through the influence of some 
men of this parish, part of a yeo- 
manry corps has been raised ; we 
thought them still farther for the 
protection of us, and of his Majesty's 
jaws ; but alas ! how soon have we 
been convinced to the contrary ! 
We are every day in danger of b&- 
jog shot and murdered without 
mercy, since the arms were put in- 
to their hands. Too keenly do we 
feel the direful, effects of their wea- 
pons, in the loss of many of our 
numbers ; and unless a speedy stop 
be put to such lawless carnage, the 
race of hares in this parish will ve- 
ry soon become extinct. So thirsty 
are our persecutors for our blood, 
that when they do not go in quest 
oi us themselves, they wantonly 
lend their arms to their neighbours 
for the same purpose. How glo- 
rious would it be for men so fond of 
shedding blood, to volunteer their 
services against the forces of ty- 
rants! There tbey could show 
their valour, and not forfeit the 
laws of their country by murdering 
his majesty's loyal, but unoffending 
subjects. The wise Saxons made 
tbe punishment for the killing of 
game, for the 6rst offence the loss 
of the right arm, and for a 
second offence, the loss of life. 
Would to God such humane 
laws had always continued in force, 
as we were not made by the haud 
of divine Providence for the sport 
and amusement of the rabble, but 
for such as monarch*, dukes, lords, 
knights, squires, and clergymen ; 
these are the godlike race for 
whose entertainment we were 



formed, and far whose amuse 
ment we wish to lose our pre 
cioos lives Besides, tbe chace 
is of divine origin, as appears from 
E*au losing his father's bleating by 
continuing it too long : and « JJim- 
rod was a mighty hunter befoee the 
Lord." From tbe barbarian who 
hunts wild beasts, to the meek and 
humble Christian, who is in general 
contented with our timid race, th« 
chase has been the refined amuse- 
ment of every age ; and We hum- 
bly pray that all of you who can 
boast of such a refinement, will use 
your endeavours to cause the yeo- 
manry of this parish to leave their 
arms in some depot, for the safety 
and preservation of our lives, untit 
more heroic deeds of valour may 
call them into action. Tbe wis- 
dom of government in prohibit- 
ing tbe carrying of arms for some 
time past, was of more utility to us 
than all the game laws enacted since 
the reign of William L of Eng- 
land. 

Signed, by order 6f our body, 

K IRWIN, 

Feb. 19, 1814. 

To tic Pnfrutari tf the Bclfart Magaxrm. 

Gentlemen, 

I CONSIDER prisons as useful 
and necessary for the proper 
regulation of society as the laws 
themselves ; but I think if they were 
upon a different establishment from 
what they are at present in this 
country, it would be of utility both 
to society and the individuals con- 
fined. It would tend to the dimi- 
nution of public expense, if the 
prisons were enlarged, or built with, 
houses in the form of a barrack, so 
that every person could work at 
some-trade or occupation, and the com- 
munity at large would not lose the 
industrious exertions of from 40 to 



